
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IELTS Task 1: Maps 

1 Review                          fill in blanks       

2 Write MB1 (gap fill)  

 3 Write MB2 (free writing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 1 Types: 

Dynamic Static  Map Process 
 
CHANGES!  
 
 
 
 
Language:  
Type 1 / Type 2 

 
NO CHANGES! 
 
 
 
 
Language:  
Comparatives  
 

 
Maps of: 
City, building map, village, etc. 
 
Sometimes we compare 2 
 
 
Language:  

• Past Simple 
 

• Now: Present Simple / 
Present Perfect  
 

• Future  
 

Past changes with results in the 
present 
 
 
Passive Voice 
 

 
Step by step  
 

 

 

 

Language: After, before, etc.  
 
Tense: Present Simple 
 
Passive 
 

 

 
 

       
 
 
 

     
 

    
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
Famous village example: 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Vowel: a, e, i, o, u 

Consonant: s, c, d, t, k, etc.  

 

Kissed 

Witnessed  

Reduced   

Kicked  

Produced  

 

 

One exception (not following the rule): 

 

When consonant = t you cannot repeat so say ‘id’ 

 

 

 

 

Common Map Vocabulary: 

North of          (up on a map) 

South of        (down on a map)  
East of        (Right)  

West of          (Left) 

Put them together… 
 
 
 

  North East                       North West  

    South East                    South West 

General Changes  
 
What IELTS paragraph? 
 
Overview (Para 2) 
 
 

The area witnessed significant changes 

The area saw remarkable changes  

The area changed significantly (recycle the language) 

The area was totally reconstructed  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Place / Location  
 

The house is North of the school 

        S       be   O                   O 

 

The house is located to the East of the school 

            S   be     V3    to the       of  the   O 
 
Connection 
 
 
High level  
(level 7) 

 

                                          Near / close to / next to    

 

The shops are adjacent to the cinema  

         S      be     ADJ     to the cinema 
  
 

The building is opposite to the school 

         S      be     ADJ     to the cinema 

 

                                   face to face / across from 
 
 

 
Adding / removed 
 
 
 
High level  
(level 7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Better one! 

                                 built / constructed  

A shop was added to the area 

       S          be       V3    

 

Lots of Passive  

  

A shop was removed from the park 

 

                               Taken away from / cut down (forest)        

 

A shop was added in place of the restaurant 

Buildings  • Demolished 

• Knock down  

 

• Removed and replaced with  

• Rebuilt           changed 

• Converted into (we do not destroy but just change) 

• Expand (make bigger) 

• Reduced (make small height and width 

• Narrowed (make the width small) 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The map below shows the development of the village of 

Simperton between 1995 and the present.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past action: they changed the shops [finished] 

Results / consequences remain NOW: 

 

Passive Present Perfect:  

 

 

Intro: Paraphrase the Question 

The development of the village of Simperton 

from 1995 to now is illustrated in the diagram. 

 

Para 2: Overview Paragraph               colon 

Overall, a quick glance reveals that the area 

witnessed some remarkable changes: the 

farmland was changed to a golf course and the 

fishing market was replaced with apartments. It 

is also worth pointing out that the forest park 

was removed and a tennis court was 

constructed.  

 

Para 3: MB1 

Turning to the details, it can be see that 

 

1 In 1995, the houses were located to the North 

West of the village.  

 

2 The farmland was removed and replaced with 

a golf course.  

 

           Normally this word is for Education 

3 … and tennis courts were added in place of the 

forest park 

4 In 1995, the shops were located in the South 

West of the map. They have been converted 

into restaurants.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

instead of it = sounds (not high level) 

 

 

 

 

 

5 A car park has been added adjacent to the 

hotal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MB2: ‘demolished from’ no preposition is possible 

 

1. The               

The fish market was removed and replaced with 

apartments  

 

2.   =  

 

The fishing port was demolished.  

 

The fishing port was removed from the coast 

 

Any land by the sea (beach land or not) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Housing            in  N.W.  

 

It is clear that housing has increased moderately 

now compared to the year of 1995 in the North 

West part of the village. 

 

4.  ?   Natural: The café remained in the 

same place 

 

. 

 

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

From memory and as quick as you can… 

The map below shows the development of the village of Simperton  

between 1995 and the present.  

               alain@set-english.com  
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